Cross-charging. Rocking the boat.
The government's proposals for cross-charging could hamper the development of effective partnerships between the NHS and social services. It is regrettable that the system is being developed at a time when primary care trusts have not had a chance to influence the whole commissioning process. The problem of delayed discharges needs to be tackled from a broad approach that includes access to GP services and inappropriate use of accident and emergency departments. Reimbursements from the charging system should be given to PCTs, which then have greater influence in integrating health and social care.